PART | -- THE ANCESTRY
CHAPTER II

THE CHERRY - HOLLENBACK LINES
The Cherry Family In England

LIKE most early family records thosef the Cherry Family are scattered, often
incomplete, making it difficult if not impossible to arrange an entiwelgroken line. Those
in England will be moreasily undestood and followed, and their authenticity made more
evident by begining at a middle date and working each way.

Maidenhead is a city on the right bankloé Thames River, 26 miles west of London.
The following from a book on monuments, etc., located theselésted as a good starting
point for the Cherry Ancestral Records:

“Directly under the last mentioned inscription lies a black marb$eribed as
follows:

“Under here lyeth the bodyf Ann Clerke, late wife of Hercules Clerke, Esq.,
who if God so please, meaneth to be buried near this stone.”

“Hercules Clerke, son @&ir William Clerke of Hitcham, married Ann Cherry,
eldest daughteof Thomas Cherry of North Kilworth, and the sister of Thomas
Cherry and Ellen whose monument lies in the south aisle.”

“Upon the monument described above is this inscription: Here lye intdreed
bodies of Thomas Cherry of Maidenheadthis parish, who dyed 14 Sept. 1657.
Anno Aetatis 61.”

“And of Ellen, his wife, died 19 of September, 1657. Axedatis 59. They
lived together in Wedlock 35 years dmad eight sons and one daughter, and were
both interred in one grave, September 20, 1657.”

ORIGIN OF THE ENGLISH CHERRY FAMILY
The following explanation is by Rev. Henry Curtis Cherry

Thomas Cherry of Maidenhead, wasdescendant of the De Cheries of Picardy and
Normandy, Lords oBeuval, Leguidere, and Villencourt. In 1407, as appears from the
French Archives, Jeate Cherie sought for and obtained a safe conduct to pass over into
England. This applied also to Jean’s family and his father, Thomas.

As the titles held by the Cheri Family passed on down twlifhest son always, and
Thomas was descended from a younger son, he and his son, Jean, as neltitielBy
an Ing. Post Mort (a form of inheritance tax process) under H&hryt appears that
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18 THE JAMES HARRIS-MARY CHERRY FAMILY

Thomas and his son, Johowned lands (1412-1413) in Plumpton (Plympton),
Northampton, where they had located in England. From this Thomas and histsonall
the present representatives of the Cherry Family in England are descended.

The original John (Jean) had twomore sons, one of whom, also named John, born
about 1420, located at North Kilworth in thdjoining county of Leicester. This second
John prospered in his new location and reared a large family at leasf fadnom were
sons:Edward, John, William, and Thomas (born about 1443-1460). Due probably to the
disturbedcondition of the times, there is no absolutely definite record found as yet of the
children of thisgeneration or of the four sons. But John Cherry, born about 1500, was a
grandson of one of the four sons mentioned, ti@disays of Thomas, ana great
grandson of the John who located at N. Kilworth.

This John Cherry had the following family: 1 Thomas, who became aménghant in
London. 2 Richard, who went tGassington and there founded a new branch of the
Cherrys. 3 John (See below). 4 Robert, Edwatdery. These three disappear from the
records at a time when they would be young men. Traditionghs@yRobert went to
Scotland; this has not been verifi&till more persistent traditions say that Edward and
Henry wentto North Ireland, about 1550-1560, and this is borne out by records of
Cherrys in Londonerry and Antrim Counties later.

7 Sir Francis Cherry, who entered public life and became ambassador to the Court of
Russia 1597-93, sent by Queen Elizabeth by whom he was knighted, “for faittaful
gallant service,” at Chatham, July 4, 1604. He becaméotivaler of the Cherry line at
Camberwell.

3 John, born about 1530-35, mentioned above, married AgnesTPi@tias, a son of
this union, andborn about 1560, married Margaret \Wias, July 6, 1594. Their children
were: 1 Thomas, later of Maidenhead; baptized Januat$3dg, married Ellen Powney,
1621, died and was buried with his wife in 1657. 2 Rev. Edward Cherry, Rector Gr.
Holland, Essex county. 3 Ann, married Hercules Clerke. These records biagkuso
the starting point; for the Thomas and the Ann Cherry just nametthergame two with
whom the genealogy of the Cherry Family in England began at the first of this chapter.

Further recordshow that Thomas and Ellen Cherry had sons &wsel 1 Arthur, 2
John, 3 Richard, 4 William, who became noted for establishing a free school foatboys
Bray. Some of the boys who attended this sclheschme famous men later, as Thomas
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Hearne, the celebrated antiquary. The following tells of it: “Extract from Chabeanees,
dated 1, Junel717. William Cherry, late of Schottesbrooke, Esq., did about 35 years
since, at his own chargepnvert an old Chapell in the Churchyard of the Parish of Bray,
into a schoolsoom and library and did place in several schoolmasters with the allowance
of Twenty Pounds a year for the teaching of 20 poor boys gratis.”

5 Thomas, 6 Henry, 7 Edward, 8 Georgem this George the Cherry families of
Buckland, Denford, and Burgfield are descended. Thare fsirther record in England of
Thomas, Henry and Edward; but frahe persistence of their first names, and of other
names common to the family line, especidlilen, the general agreement of family
traditions in several places remote from each other, and from fragmentary redsrdslit
established that these three went to Antrim, possibly Herlrtgridonerry, Ireland. This is
further borne out by historical evidences for as the Cherrys wepeneral staunch
Protestants, especially the line to which Thomas of Maidenhead belonged, theyoeould
eligible tothe free lands offered Protestant English and Scotch settlers in north Ireland by
King James | of England (James VI of Scotland). And with their characterestiarsome
makeup doubtless several of the Cherry descendants took advainsagé opportunity to
acquire lands, especially the younger sons; even though the lands obtain¢doseref
whom the native Celts had been dispossessed and so abandoned.

It is also very probable that the Cherrys sidath the Puritanical element under Oliver
Cromwell and so quite likely that Thomas, Heand Edward found it most convenient to
leave England on the Restoration of King Charles Il and be welctomAdtrim County
Ireland by relatives already theféhat the Thomas Cherry of Maidenhead line was deeply
impressed religiouslgbout that time is evidenced by the sudden appearof Biblical
names, Moses, David and Aaron, amtimg usual Thomases, Edwards, Johns, Richards,
etc., of their descendants soon after.

GENERAL LINES OF DESCENT

From the originalThomas and Jean who left France in 1407 the records are available,
andexcept for one generation continuous down to Thomas Cherry of Maidenhead, 1596.
These records are confirmedtwe continuous and persistent use of the same first names:
Thomas, John, William, Richard, Henry, Edward, Robert, Sarah, ElizadsdhAnn.

From Thomas of Maidenhead the line goes to Ireland, through hisTHumsas, Henry
and Edward.
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Due to unsettled conditions, all records, both staté church in Ireland prior to 1700,
are very fragmentary and uncertain. But in cotinecwith these fragments the still
persistent use throughout of the same first names already mentionedpanilly now of
Ellen (wife of Thomas) anthe general and consistent agreement of family traditions from
widely separated sources, show without question thaEdweard Cherry who led the way
to America in 1737, was a direct descendant of Thomas Cherry of Maidetitegalde was
a grandsomwof either Thomas or Edward (most likely Thomas) sons of Thomas Cherry of
Maidenhead, and who came to Antrim County, Ireland about 1660.

GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE CHERRY FAMILIES

It appearshat the Cherrys usually prospered wherever they located and many became
large landholders; the lands, under English customsegass tothe oldest son. The
younger sons had to find places in the world for themselves as best they coweyarna
general successfith so doing. Some became churchmen, or entered the professions;
others became tradeen or went into business of various kindag possibly to a prior
family custom in France some of the earlier Cherrysngland became wine nadrants. It
was the younger sons who became emigrants to other lands.

The traditional English Esquire seetnshave been typical of the landholding Cherrys;
bluff, hearty, hospitable, liberal minded men, a credibh&r community, popular with the
people, especially their tenants. It may be interesting howeveote one exception, the
more so as it well illustrates rural English lé¢ the time. This exception was named
William, and told singularly enough by Thomas Hearne, the noted productc#léteated
Boys FreeSchool at Bray, founded by a former William Cherry. A poem was written on
the incident androm this quotations are made. Following is the story as told in Hearne’s
mMemoirs:

“At Brick bridge our Princes frequently caraethe time of hunting in Windsor
Forest. Not far from the Bridge on the “Commongrbund not fenced in but
legally a part of the estate of William Cherry Esquire, was a finetbak]argest in
England.” It was called “Nan’s Oak,” bause tradition said that Annejfe of
King James I, delighted to sit in its shade; that she tookusidkr it and the iliness
proved mortal.

“Early in the reign of King James tlhe oak was cut down by order of Esquire
Cherry, who planted a hawthorne tieats place, and inclosed the Commons as a
part of hisestate.” (A perfectly legal procedure techrigabut of course not at all
popular with the people).
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Cherry planted the hawthorne tree near to Brick bridge,
And wronged the poor people of their privilege.

He cut down the oak tree where Queen Anne did dine,
And said of the Common, “All this shall be mine.”

Naturally the people were much incensed as the Commobe®adopen to all, so they
drew up a complaint and petition to the King, who himself sometimes hunted there.

Said the King, when hunting one day very merry,

“Who took in this Common?” They said “Twas Squire Cherry.”
“Then pray,” quoth the King, “Why not throw it out?”

They answered the King, “That we dare not pursue,

Cherry is a great man and he will us undo.”

“Go, throw it out quickly, without any falil,

And if any one troubles you, I'll be your bail.”

So they tore down the fences, dug upbang trees set, filled up the ditches, and
turned the land back into a common.

Then up came Squire Cherry pretending great power
And threw them in prison as strong as a tower.

The King heard the news and from prison away

He brought them to Windsor and caused them to stay;
And to each of them he ten guineas did give,

To enable them better thereafter to live.

** They ate and they drank and did merrily sing,

“May Cherry be damned but God save the King!”

But thestory turns out all right for the Cherry Family after all, for Hearne goes on to
say: “My good friend, Francis Cherry (son of Squire William) is a mighty fine auad,
very different in principles from his father.”

There seems to have been a migratory strain in the Cherry Family; fronorigeial
location in Northampton they scattered into Surrey, Essexicester, Cassington,
Leominster, Denford. andarious other places in England and later into north Ireland and
probably Scotland, numbers of them came to America. It woaddly be desirable even if
it were possible to follow the different lines of the family in England or attempt tofteile
many good thingshey accomplished or important positions held. They were inclined
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towards religion and many filled prominent places in the churclgeneral they were
honest, law-abiding, diligengnd thrifty with an active interest in community affairs.
Whenever there waswaar the Cherrys were found taking part; but if any were sent to
prison or purshed for crime the records do not show it. Theade good ancestors for the
American Pioneers—as will be seen later.

CHERRYSIN IRELAND

Owing to the greatly disturbed conditions of the country at the time mpabemeal
records are available. Fraitmese a few Cherrys were there before 1600, many more after
1650. Some were in Londonerry but most of them in Ant@iounty. Concurrent family
traditions, the same perssice of certain names, and fee available records confirm the
descent as already noted. THearth Money Rolls and other similar records give John,
Thomas, Edward, Richard, and Her®herry in Belfast; William, Richard, John and
David in Lisburn Parislwhile Solomon, John, Thomas, William, Richard and Aaron are
listed elsewhere. The names of Ellen, Sarah and Elizabeth also appear.

The families seemed inclined to change location. Robert Cherry, of Englandpehio
much time tracing Cherry records writes: “I visited my fatheiithplace (Tyrone) some
years ago but found little trace of my family. They are always migratingh they had at
least gotten into jail so their names would be on record somewhere.”

The Cherrys seem to have been most numerous in Ireland from 1700 tob@750,
largely disappear after that. Probably most of them came to AmBasa. C. J. Taylor,
Rectory of Lisburn, writes (Aprill935) that “at present there is not a person in the entire
Parish by the name @herry.” The author in his investigations, has come in contact with
several Cherrys whose ancestors came from Ireland to America after the Civil War.

THE CHERRY FAMILY IN AMERICA

Though themames of the original immigrants are often unknown, many of the Cherry

Family came to the New England colonies before 1700, as shpwime names of their
descendantsn the roster of the soldiers of the Revolution. Besides our own ancestor,
Captain William, there were at least three other Captain William Cherrys patiet side.
One of these, evidently from New Hampshire, is thus mentioned in the accoting of
experiences of Paul Otis in theevolution (New England Register) “Otis and Captain
William Cherry stood behind a tree; Otis put outltead to see better and a rifle ball came
whizzing between his head and the tree.”
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Some Cherry settlepwior to 1700 are: Thomas, and Samuel and wife, N. J.; Henry,
in Pa.; Francis, 1643 and John, 1698, Norfolk @od Riclard, 1655, Lancaster Co.,
Va. David Cherry, 1674, Wickford, R. I. It appears that the Chermyigrants north of
Virginia came in part at least, from England; dinat those after 1700 were nearly all from
Ireland, and almost entirely from Antrim County.

The following Cherrys were in the colonies at the time plade metioned: Thomas
and Reuben Cherry, 1715, N. J.; James 1712, Faithful 1727, Samuel 1734, \MiB&dm
Thomas 1748, all in Norfolk Covja. A Samuel Cherry settled in N. C. about 1730. His
son, Samuel, was a Lieutenant in the Revolution. Another Cherry family, dadadeen
of Scotch-Irish descent, settled in N. C. at the same time near Edgecomb and had a large
family. A son, William, became a captain in the Revolution. There was alGaptain
William Cherry from New Jersey. There seem to be n@errys in New Jersey at the
present time 1935, than in any other place, though they are found in every state.

The writer has come in contact with the descendants of sevetedsaf named; there
are many others in the records searched and it would be interesting to tell affstiree
incidents connected with them. But mention widl made of but one family besides our
own ancestors, and this becatise writer has come in contact with so many of the
descendnts. David Cherry, first cousin of our ancestor, Thomas Cherry, came with his
wife, Margaret, and settled Pee Dee River County, near Chaides S. C., in 1750.
They had three sons: George, William and James. All semnvéfie Revolution, the first
two underCaptain Lide, in a regiment organized October 9, 1775, the first to form in the
Carolinas, it is claimed.

William had three sons: George Washington, William, and James Heaorge W.
was bornl790, died 1883, in Tennessee. He married first his first cousin, Mary Cherry,
an heiress, and the daughter of his father’s brother walsovery wealthy. The parents of
the couple, allstrict Prebyterians, were horrified at such a marriage and promptly
disowned and disinherited them both. Mary dsedn after giving birth to a son, John,
who was aralbino! As albinos were then generally believed to be one result of marriages
between first cousins, the grandparents felt it vasst punishment sent by heaven on the
guilty pair and that their own harsh judgment had been confirmed. Balbine son had a
fine mind, was well educated and became a prominent school man. One corresgayslent
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hermother went to school to him and told of his brilliant pink eyes. The father married a
second time, Alice Blair and they had three sons: David, JameGamdje W., Jr. The
second wife died and George married Jane Sloan, from Antrim County. Ireland.

George Cherry, soldier in the Revolution and son of the origmidigrant David,
married Jane Chestnut, also from Antrim Couhtgland. He had a son, David, named
after his grandfather, who was one of the Cherrys who left the south béeadss not
believe in slavery; this David settled at Bloomington, IIl.

While the Cherry immigrants were more numeroudNew Jersey, Virginia, and the
Carolinas they were tioe found in every colony. New York had several, and the name is
frequenton the roster of the Revdianary soldiers. Their descendants naturally drifted
westward; those who came later, especially after the Civil War, located nmo#tly north.
lowa seemed to have been a favorite state.

OUR CHERRY ANCESTORSN AMERICA

Our original immigrant ancestawas Edward Cherry, a great-grandson, as already
stated, of Thomas Cherry of Maidenhekdgland. He was past fifty when he came to
Virginia in 1737; with him came hisife, Alice, at least three grown sons, probably other
children; possibly married daughters and their husbands. Thomadgddisé son, seems to
have come over lbare the others, probably as a sort of advance ageptepare for the
coming of theremainder of the family. Doubtless they knew quite a great deal of Virginia
from neighbors or relatives who had been there; for frarous sources it is very evident
they were not the first settlers there from Antrim County.

In “Shenandoah Pioneers” by T. K. Hartwell it says: “The fgsttlers came to
Shepherdstown (now in Jeffers@Go., West Va.) in 1732, under Joseph Hite. Afterward
Hite located the Irish immigrants whaiged 1737-1741 on the Opecquon.”

A little explanation of the geography of the region Wwalp make more clear where our
Cherry ancestors first located. The Opecquonsmall river now forming a part of the
northwest boundary of Jefferson coumypout half way of the boundary it turns more
towards the nortand the last ten miles of its course is very winding, lying between high
borders inclosing a narrow valley in Berkeley county. It emmtiesthe Potomac some 15
miles north of Harpers Ferry. The Cohangeroote, is a smaller stream selesadouth of
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the Opecquon and apparently flowing in the same general northeaktedyon. Neither
of the two streams is named on thrdinary maps, and the Cohangaroote seems no longer
known by its early, Indian name.

The same history says that a man named Van Meter had also olatdangd land grant
in the same section, that it “lay between the river Shenado a@btrengaroote, extending
to the Opecquon angp the south branch thereof.” When Hite came to survey his land he
found it and Van Meter’s overlapped in part, something not unconimthrose wilderness
days. To avoid trouble Hite bought Van Meter’s claim.

Of the earlysettling there the same history says: “The tide set in about 1730, some
crossing the Potomaast of the mountains, and a few families the Cohangaroote west of
them. In 1732 thedatter founded Mecklenberg, later changed to Shepherdstown, now in
West Virginia.”

In order to understand fully the location of the records and theculi¥fi in finding
them,an explanation of the county formation in Virginia is necessary. Orange County, in
which most of the territory just described lay attinge, comprised at first a sixth or more
of the entire state, \inia. In November, 1738, the HouseBafrgesses voted to divide it
into three counties: Orange, Frederick and Augusta. This wasinldni&3. Later, from
these three counties eight others were formed,pamts of two more! Berkeley, with
Martinsburg ashe county seat, was formed in 1772. Then in 1801 Jefferson county was
cut off fromBerkeley with Charles Town as the seat. Doubtless all this division into new
counties was due to the ambition of theger towns to become county seats. Both the last
two counties named are naw the state of West Virginia. Orange and Augusta are left
rather small counties well down toward the center of Virginia.

All this shifting made the tracing of various records very difficitolving years of
research in obscure early history; it all seems simple enough ddren But one would
hardly look for the earlyecords of Jefferson, West Virginia, at Orange C. H., a small
village down in central VirginiaBut there, very plainly, is the record of the first ancestral
Cherry acquisition of land iAmerica, as follows: “October 25, 1737. Luje Amlen, of St.
Marks Parish, Orange County, fden Pounds current money, heyesells, grants and
conveys unto Thomas Cherry of said Parish and Col@fyacres of land on Banks of
Cohangeroote River, etc., etc.”

This 125 acres was partly clearad had the usual pioneer log cabin with some other
crude log structures, garden, and some fruit started. Here our Cherry ancestors made
their first home in th&lew World. The older sons had evidently brought their wives with
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them and soon set up homes of th@mwn. The Cherry Pioneers were well-to-do and
acquired large tracts of land alotigg Potomac and elsewhere in Virginia and some on the
Maryland side. Asmall town, Cherryrun, at the northern end of what is now Berkeley
County was named after them.

It seems that Edward Cherry located furtteethe southwest or else moved there later;
for therecords of what was then Augusta County show that his widow, Alice, was
appointed administratrix of his estate, August 10, 1751, with Robert Reamdckbraham
Vanderpoole as sureties. The names of the appraisegsvare but further details of the
estate are migsy. It must havéeen considerable however for soon after the sons bought
large tracts of land.

As shown by various records thecestral Cherry Families along the Opecquon and
Potomac prospered and toak active part in public affairs. Thomas, our next direct
ancestorwas a member of the first jury, 1744, in the new county of Frederick. On June
19, 1752, he obtained from Lord Fairfax, then governor of Virginia, a grant of 400racres
Frederick County. William and Aaron, hisothers, also secured large land grants from
Fairfax. Thomas and William together secured another such grant in BeGaleyy later,
surveyed for them by Thomas Rutherford, April 23, 1763. Besides these tlads
acquired several hundred acres more by purchase.

William Cherry was married but had no children and teftst of his property to his
brother, Thomas. His notably brief will is as follows:

“1 | give tomy beloved wife one-third of all my property. 2 | give to my brother,
Thomas, two-thirds of my real estate and two-thirds of mgqyeal property.

Signed 1765, William Cherry.”

The many Cherry Families scattered throughout Virginia and the Carolieas all
more or less related, and as they were mostly largéddahers naturalhacquired slaves. It
appearsiowever that these were in general treated exceptionally well. They were allowed
so many privileges that they were often called “free slaves” by those orpahtations. It
wasa common Cherry custom to provide before death for the freedom of such as had
served them a long time. Some of the families went north, espdoidttyva, because they
did not believe in slavery.

In the ten years following 1758 frequent raids were mad¢hbylrdians from the
northwest on the settlements where the Cherry Famitieated. These raids were
accompanied by the usual ghastly tragedies of $acthe Indians seldom made captives,
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carrying off only the stronger children sometimes, or occasionallpraan. The Cherry
settlers seem not to have been molested in these raids which continued to sontél extent
Lord Dunmore’s expedition against the Indians in 1774.

Thomas, theoldest son of Edward, and our next ancestor, wadertly a most
capable man, and with the property leiitn by William, died a rather wealthy man. He
made his will in 1760, and though he lived a long time aftever changed it. Omitting
later provisions for the dmsition of the property left hirby William, and long lists of
chattel, etc., left each child, the following is a brief summary of it:

“1 | give to my well beloved soWilliam, his heirs and assigns, the upper part of
my tract of land lying on thBotomac in Frederick County. Also the tract of land |
purchased from Joseph Ambrose, adjoining this tract.

2 To my son, Aaron, the middigart of my tract of land on the Potomac, in
Virginia, together with 200 acres | purchased from James Grim.

3 To my son, Moses, the lower part of my tract of lanthenPdomac in Virginia,
and also the tract of land | boughtm John Soverence, on the Potomac, when he
becomes 21.

4 To my son, John, the lower part of my tract of land called the Skytroithe
PotomadRiver in Maryland; also half of a registry made in my name, when he
becomes 21.

To my son, Ralph, the uppgart of my tract of land called Skythorn on the
Potomac River, in Maryland; also the adjoining tract called Chance.

6 It ismy will that my beloved wife, Rachael, shall live on the land with my son,
Aaron; | also give her a Negro girl, named Nell.

7 To my daughter, Rachael, | give 40 pounds.
8 To my daughter, Honour, 40 pounds.
9 To my son, Thomas the following:” (Then follows a long list of chattels, etc.)

* * *

Thomas had provided for tHeeedom of his other slaves, besides Nell, and for the
distribution of the property left him by William. He had alregaytly arranged for his two
daughters.

While William was evidently the favorite son and nanfest in the will there are
indications that he was the third and not the oldestAsn. since William would not have
been of age in 1760, date of the will, it is likely that there is an error cofhgndgte in the
records; that it should have been 1765, same date as William’s.
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Reared among landed proprietors William Jr. seerhgte been a typical Virginian of
the old school. While he developed good businesgiabihe preferrednilitary activities
and later served as paymaster in Lord Dunmore’s War in ITH& main feature of this
war was amilitary expedition against the Indians in Ohio, especially the Shawnees and
Mingoes. In this William probably saw that part@hio in which he was awarded land
later. When thdinal break with England came he was in the prime of life, experienced in
military affairs, a man of prominence and influence, and at once ardently espgbesed
cause of American freedom. Unmarried he was free to devote his tirentbwas at once
prominent and active in arousing his countrymen to decisive action.

When the 4th Virginia Regiment was organizedier Colonel Elliott he was helpful in
forming acompany of volunteers and was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant, February 10,
1776, in the company of Geor§fall, and promoted to be First Lieutenant August 17,
1776. The regiment later passgwler the command of Col. Robert Lawson and still later
of Col. Isaac Beall.

In November, 1777, William was commission€dptain of a company in this same
regiment and servetthrough some of the severest struggles of the war. He was finally
compelled, on account of poor health, to retire from more active sebuteetained his
commission as captain and servedexsuiting officer at Martinsburg, till practically the
end of the war. For his long term of servicenss awarded 3,000 acres of land “between
the Little Miami and the Scioto Rivers Ohio” and 500 acres in Kentucky. The deeds,
signed by Presidemddams, are now in the possession of Miss Gladys Cherry of
Silverton, Ohio. Later th¥irginia Legislature awarded him, or rather his heirs, additional
lands, as those already allotted had not covered in full his long term of service.

In 1779 the Captain met Mary Ann Hollenback, whith her parents had fled to
relatives at Martinsburg tescape the Indian atrocities near her home at Wyoming, Pa. As
both were zealous workers in the patriot cause theyragiently and a friendship formed
which developed into matriony, and they were married December 24, 1779.witid the
advent of this new ancestor it is next in order to develop her family lines.

THE HOLLENBACK ANCESTRAL FAMILIES

This linehas been traced in full by Edward Welles, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., a grandson
of Matthias Hollenback described furthen. Complete records were available and these
Mr. Welles collected for a Family Tree in 1878. These records and letters writtdn. by
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Welles to the writer’s uncle, George Harris in 1880, tdohigher Charles in 1906, and to
his son, Clarence in 1911, give a complete anthentic history of the Hollenback
ancestry.

George Hollenback (originally Hollenbach) aommigrant ancestor, born in 1670, and
his wife, both ofGerman parentage, came from the Kingdom, then Grand Duchy of
Wurtemburg (nova part of Germany) in 1717 and settled in Philadelphia county, Pa.,
where he died July, 1736. Heft for that time, a goodly property to his four children:
Matthias, John, Mary Katherine, and Geoi@ethese four, John Hollenback became our
next ancestor. He was born1ii20, at New Hanover, Montgomery (then Philadelphia)
county, Pa., and when grown moved rntear Jamestown, Lebanon (then Lancaster)
county, Pa. There he married a widow, Mrs. Eleanor Stout, wimasgen name was
Jones. From this union a famibf five resulted, from whom all the eastern families of
Hollenback, Welles, Laming, etc., and all the west@amilies of Cherry, Harris,
Hollenback, Raymond, etc., have develog@dr next ancestress was the youngest of the
five children but brief mentions is made of the others, in order of birth.

| George, 1748-1824, married Hannah Barton and had a family of 17 chifen!
after his marriage he movddrther west along the Mmnghahela River. Several of his
children went to theOhio Country’ later and he died at the home of one of these near
Zanesville.

Il Jane, 1750-1822. She married David Hunter of Martinsburg, Va., an@iviead
children, three sons and two daughters. None of the sonmaweed. The older daughter
married Dr. Alexandeftraith; she died a few years later and the Doctor married the
younger sister.

[l Matthias, 1752-1829. 16769 Matthias located at Wyoming, now Wilkes-Barre,
Pa. Later he there establistegrofitable mercantile business into which a few years after
he took his younger brother, John, as a partimetthis they were engaged when the
Revolution began, with their youngest sister, Mary Ann, thielg 16 years old as their
housekeeper, and who sometimes helpe¢ddrstore. Matthias soon entered the army as a
commissioned officer and fougim the New Jersey campaign under Washington. He
resigned in 1778 to return home and help rescue the \fadley the combined Tory and
Indian forces, led by the notorious John Butler, a dastardly Xaw Tory. Some time
before the historic maacreMatthias had sent John and Mary Ann, with all the books,
papers. etc., of the business, down the river for safety.
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After the war he married Sarah Burrett, studed and later served for 30 years as
Associate Judge of the Supreme Coutisfstate. Matthias had no sons, but through one
of his daughters he became the ancestor of Gen. John F. Hartranft, who distinguished
himself in the Civil War and as governor of his state, Pennsylvania.

IV John 1755-MHe was associated with his older brother Matthias till after the war
began. When itvas over he married Elizabeth Stansbury and lived for some time at
Wilkes-Barre. He had two sons: John dwdtthias. The further record of John and his
descendants is missing.

V Mary Ann, 1761-1796. She was our next ancestresgyriteg’s great grandmother,
and deserving of more than passnagice; for in her comparatively short span of life was
crowded much of the tragic and heroic as well as the romantic, withHateare of a large
householdand family. She was born near Jonesboro, Pa., June 15, 1761. She seems by
natureto have been energetic and efficient. When barely sixteen she went toivgytmm
keep house for her brothers and help in their business. There sBéasddixby, a young
soldier, and after a courtship interrupted by the early events of the Revdhgionvo
plighted troth and were to be miad, “when the war was over.”

But her husband-to-be was killed in the batti®gfoming, July 3rd, 1778. Mary Ann
had been sent down the river to safety and it wasveeks before she received definite
evidence of his death in the form of tz@n “keepsakes” found on his dead bo8ie never
returned to Wyoming.

Nearly all the settlers in the valley perished; forfdwe troops left at home, mostly old
men and boys, were no match for the sudden onslaught of the BGeafty, weather
hardened Indians and the evaore savage Tories. The entire valley was for a time at the
mercy of these dastards. Helplessldren and women were tortured, tomahawked, and
treated in every conceivable beastly manner. The hapless captives were shoercyio
Near Wilkes-Barre (formerly Wyoming) is preserved a large flat stwek protected from
unfeeling “relichunters;” on this stone “Queen Esther,” a fiendish Indian female, beat out
the brains of sixteen helpless captives. Tiwoke loose and escaped. Death in the
wilderness was pferable to capture by the Indians; for those who escaped twabds
had no time for preparation, many were mere children, and so often perishedailitude
of the Pocono forests, from the unusual and blistering laekt,of food or water, or from
thewild beasts. So ghastly was it all that the wilderness region was long known as “The
Shades of Death.” It was often weeks before the bodies of the dead were found, if at all.
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There is a family tradition that tHfather of Mary Ann, John Hollenback, who lived
somedistance from Wyoming, escaped by the ruse and aid of an Indian to whom he had
been friendly. This Indian sought John out and tomahawk in hand pretendeplicbiag
him, but at thesame time calling to him softly: “Run, John Hollenback, run; run for your
life!” Needless to say John ran, and so escaped the general death.

Stunned by th#agedy Mary Ann went to live with her married sister at Martinsburg,
Va. There her native energy soon reasserted itselamdound relief from her sorrow by
helping in every possible way the American cause, as nurse, secretary, hastess,
messenger. It was in this last capacity thatrakée Captain William Cherry, early in the
spring of 1779; he was stationed at Martinsburg as recruiting officer, withatte of
Captain. Both were ardent patriots and it seemed but natural, theu@aptain was many
years her senior, thiteir friendship developed into matrimony, and they were married
December 24, 1779.

It may be interesting to note that the wedding ring glwewilliam to his wife was by
herbequeathed to their youngest daughter, Mary, who married James Harris. She in turn
passed it oto her youngest daughter, Martha Harris Stackhouse. Martha had no children
and gave it to Mary Katherine Zillefrow,grandniece. She gave it to Dorothy Smith, now
Mrs. Weisner, because she was doubly descended in the Cherry line; her father, Samuel,
being a great-grandson of Eleanor Harris Villars, hed mother. Maud Statler-Smith, a
granddaughter of Mary Harris Statler.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM CHERRY'S HOME

Thecouple began housekeeping at Martinsburg, as the Captain was stationed at the
county seat, and there their fitsto children were born. They maintained a home in
keeping with the Captain’s position and stiauigdin the community, a homeoted for its
welcome and hospitality. In 178Bey moved to the “Cherry Tavern,” owned by the
Captain at Charles Town. With the courteous hospitality ohtisband and the efficient
management ofthe wife, the tavern prospered; in connection with the Cherry Home,
separately partly from the Tavern itself, it becahee center of the higher social gatherings
of the town and country around it.

In the “History of the Lower Shenandoah Valley,” page 356, is the statementn“Ad
Charles Town paper, April 8, 1786, states that horses for a race must be witte@apt.
Wm. Cherry.” Then on the next page it continues: “Taptain Wm. Cherry spoken of
was an old Revuationary hero, and proprietor die famous “Cherry Tavern,” which was
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so occupiedor nearly a century and demolished a few years ago to give place to modern
improvements. This ancient hostlery in its early days sheltered mahg gfreat historic
characters in the infant days of the Repulalitd for half a century after the Revolution its
walls resounded with the hilarity of the young bloods of the lower valley.”

The Tavern was at first operated mostly with slave labor, which was also uised in
home apart from it. Later the slawesre partly dispensed with; for Mary Ann Hollenback
hadbeen reared in a thrifty German Pioneer home and so not entirely dependent on slave
labor. Thoughthe Captain was quite wealthy for the times, Mary saw that the older
children were trained to habits of indusempd the girls became skilled in the various
household duties of the dayd so were fitted for the pioneer life that&me theirs later.
Both parentsaw to it that their children were well ezhied; the letters of these, many of
which are in possession of the writer, shtbis very clearly. And from the various pieces
of fine clothing, jewelry, trinkets, etc., that have come on down as heirlobresjuite
evident that the daughters were well supplied withfeminine finery of those days, all of
the very best quality. And in the same way heirloom pieces of the fiihest and china
tableware indicate that the Captain’s householdifinings were of a high standard.

It must have been husy, bustling happy home, as directed and aged by the
energetic and efficient Margnn, and a center of Charles Town’s best society. But the
mother never saw any of her childiese to complete maturity for she was taken ill in the
midst of it all and passed away April 13, 1796, when her youngest childuvdise years
old. It vas a most untimely death, foer children, and her husband as well, who was not
in good health, all needed her kindly care, and the children her training.

In spite of failinghealth William maintained the home till his death April 9, 1803. But
from all indications it was far different than when under the management afrtfig
mother. The older daughtenarried only two years after her mother's death, and the
second two years later, leavialj the responsibility of the home on Mary. The older son,
William, evidently had left home and was at Winchester; the second, John, had bden sent
live with his Uncle Matthias Hollenback, who had no son. So that é&gshéhere were but
Mary and the two younger sons at home.

The Captain’s willmade in 1797, shows how thoughtful he was in providing for the
welfare of the doubly orphanetiildren, in case he died before they matured. As he lived
till 1803, some of the property described in the will had been disposeandf,his
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executors relieved in part of the duties imposed upon thbmoldest daughter, Elizabeth,
who had married early, had been given what the Captain deemstdrerof the estate.
Following is a summary of the provisions of the will:

1 The lands, 3,000 acres@hio and some in Kentucky, awarded him by Virginia for
his long term of service in the Revolution, he left to his four sons, \en should
become of age. Later he deeded the lands to Matthew Ri@tne,held in trust by him for
the sons till they were 21.

2 The income from albther property, tracts of land in (then) Berkeley county, several
houses andbts in Charles Town, mortgage notes, money, etc., was to be held by his
executors “tgrovide for my children during their minorityo have them well educated
and kept irnthe best familiesAnd if the income from the properties is not sufficient for
this, then such parts may be sold as will be necessary to supply the deficiency.”

3 When allthe children were of age the remaining property was to be sold and the
“proceeds divided equally among his surviving childnele and female alikegxcept
Elizabeth, who as explainetiad been given her share. Abraham Davenport, Thomas
Hammond, Van Rutherford, and Alexander White, were named as executotBe As
Captain lived sixears after making the will, and two of his sons were making their own
way -- there was left but the two younger sons to be looked after. While the Captain had
disposed of some diis properties before his death there still remained enough to provide
each of the seven children quite a goodly patrimony.
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